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Dulles chamber's chairman is a Va. first
By: Gregg MacDonald

When Raul Danny Vargas- president of marketing and public relations consulting firm
VARCom Solutions - is installed as chairman of the Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerc
on July 11, he will become the first Hispanic to chair a traditional chamber of commerce in_I

the history of Virginia. J

Vargas, a Brooklyn, N.Y. native of Puerto Rican descent, comes from humble beginnings. |

grade. She can't read or write and still is illiterate to this day," Vargas said.

Vargas' parents came to the United States "to make a better life" in the 1950s but his fath
the family when Vargas was only 2 years old. As the youngest of four children and the only
in the family, Vargas faced a tough beginning in life.

"Statistically, | should be dead or in jail," he states matter-of-factly. "I remember my
mother being out scrounging up money for food and her being gone for long periods of
Do you dream of forgetting time. There was little food available and we sometimes had to eat ice cubes when we

the commute and got hungry."
buying your own office condo?

Advertisement

He did well in school but also remembers hanging out with a rough crowd in his teen

Now's Tonx opportunity, years and realizing that there was not much of a future in it.
but it's limited!

"When | was 17, | joined the Air Force and it saved my life," he said.

After serving for seven years, Vargas was honorably discharged with the rank of staff
sergeant.

SRS BT DT SR L B TR S He went back to Brooklyn, got married, and then took a job with a government
Souch Riding, Virginia contractor in Pennsylvania. From there, his business acumen began to take shape.

Over the next decade, he went from government contracting into telecommunications

e and eventually into marketing and public relations.

Areaitla @ovnne refal Enbpeny TETRA PARTNERS
ity

He was already running his own business, VARCom Solutions, when he joined the
Herndon Dulles Chamber of Commerce in 2004, two years before it changed its name to the Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Vargas was one of the founding members of the chamber's Hispanic Business Committee and now, as the chamber's new chairman, says
he plans to be a uniter, bringing business people together and building membership and consensus among groups that "traditionally do not
join chambers."

One such initiative is the formation of the chamber's burgeoning Asian Business Committee, which will hold its first meeting this
Monday, July 9, at the chamber's Chantilly facility.

Former Herndon Mayor Michael O'Reilly will be the new committee's interim chairperson.

"No, he isn't Asian, but he is on the board of the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority, an organization with a global view," said
chamber president Eileen Curtis.

As far as the chamber's recent friction with the Herndon Town Council, Vargas says he plans to "do a better job of communicating"” with
that body in the future.

"l want to be able to have a very strong partnership between the chamber and the Herndon Town Council that includes regular, open and
constructive dialogue," he said.
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